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z dnia 17 października 2022 r.
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SINOTAIC 
Polish IoT & AI Cluster 

Refers to: pilot project „Digital Culture for EU Citizens” prepared by Smart Secure Networks, coordinator of the Polish IoT & AI Cluster SINOTAIC, and a leader of the European Consortium formed in response to the European Commission’s call for proposals concerning Establishing a European Heritage Hub.

[bookmark: _Hlk116539750]Letter of support and recommendation for the “Digital Culture for EU Citizens” pilot project

On behalf of the Board of the Podkarpackie Voivodeship, we hereby declare our support for the grant application “Digital Culture for EU Citizens” prepared by Smart Secure Networks, coordinator of the Polish IoT & AI Cluster SINOTAIC, and a leader of the European Consortium in the European Commission’s call for proposals concerning Establishing a European Heritage Hub (Call: Pilot Project - Establishing a European Heritage Hub to support a holistic and cost-effective follow-up of the European Year of Cultural Heritage (PPPA-CULT-2022-EUHERITAGEHUB)).
Cultural heritage has a specific, significant development potential, which results from its values ascribed to it by depositors and stakeholders. Today heritage is the basis of local entrepreneurship, an area of innovation, a factor of competitiveness, and finally a development area that meets the various needs of people and affects the quality of life. Cultural institutions dealing with, among others,studying, preserving and promoting heritage, take many important steps to find themselves in the digital sphere, which is extremely important in the modern world. It is then very important to make their presence - based on the mission and values of the institutions- fully open, attractive and competitive. Taking this into account, the cooperation of cultural institutions and the creation of various types of inter-sectoral partnerships that can support them in the effective implementation of their statutory activities is extremely important. Therefore setting up the “European Heritage Hub” with its main objective to provide a multi-level intervention to build cooperation and cross-sector partnerships, which will strengthen the process of digital transformation of European museums, is a subject area of particular interest and importance to our region and country.
We believe that the partnership consortium created for the purpose of the “Digital Culture for EU Citizens” pilot project due to the experience and potential of all partners and supporting experts will enable reaching all specific objectives defined for the operation of the European Heritage Hub and implementation of activities in the area of knowledge sharing, networking, training, capacity building, running a policy lab and programme development lab, communication and dissemination.
The main partner of the consortium is the Smart Secure Networks, coordinator of the Polish IoT & AI Cluster SINOTAIC, that is a leader of “Smart Secure Cities”, a national EDIH consortium with the Smart City specialization, that is based in Podkarpacie Region and awarded financing by the European Commission in the call for European Digital Innovation Hubs (DIGITAL-2021-EDIH-01). The main initiator of the project is the Regional Museum in Rzeszów, which developed a concept of operation for the European Heritage Hub pilot project and invited European partners to cooperate with them, who jointly became members of the partner consortium. 
The consortium led by the Polish IoT & AI SINOTAIC Cluster consists of: the Regional Museum in Rzeszów (Poland), The Nikola Tesla Museum (Croatia), The National Museum of the Romanian Peasant (Romania), ESPRONCEDA - Institute of Art & Culture, powered by Lemongrass Communications S.L (Spain), Ca 'Foscari University of Venice (Italy), University of Macedonia, Department of Balkan, Slavic and Oriental Studies-University of Macedonia (Greece), Institute of Urban Culture in Gdańsk (Poland), Rzeszow Regional Development Agency (Poland), Digital Center Foundation (Poland), Tinos Virtual Museum (Greece). The key partners of the project on the part of the Podkarpackie Voivodeship are: the Regional Museum in Rzeszów - the local government cultural institution of the Podkarpackie Voivodeship and the Rzeszow Regional Development Agency, which has extensive experience in the implementation of international projects related to cultural heritage, innovation and sustainable development. Furthermore, this pilot project will be supported by other European organizations and experts, that together ensure a full synergy in digitalization of communities with the cultural dimension.
Accordingly, we express our full support for this initiative.
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